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Purpose & Methodology

B The research program tracks overall support for and attitudes toward
nuclear energy in Canada since the February 2005 benchmark.

W The survey was conducted by telephone August 26" to August 28", 2008.

B The total sampleis 1285, resulting in a margin of error of +/-2.7%.
Oversampling was conducted in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec
and New Brunswick. The regional sub-samples and associated margins of
error are:

N +/-%, 95% of
the time
National 1285 2.7
BC 131 8.6
AB 154 7.9
SK/MB 136 8.4
(SK) 106 9.5
ON 407 4.9
QC 307 5.6
ATL 150 8.0

@ (NB) 97 9.9
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Key Themes

B Nationally, support for nuclear continues to reach historic highs. Currently, half of
Canadians support nuclear energy as a means of generating electricity (an increase of 3
points since January). The largest increases in support have occurred in New Brunswick
(+10) and in Alberta (+9 points).

B Confidence in energy supply has decreased in a number of provinces, most notably in
Alberta (-12 points since January) and in Saskatchewan (-7 points).

B One third of Canadians cite an environmental benefit associated with nuclear power.

B Among those that can recall reading, seeing, or hearing something about nuclear power,
two in five mention hearing something about building or refurbishing nuclear power

plants (+21 points since January).

B In Ontario, slightly fewer (- 9 points, at 51%) Ontarians feel the government is moving too
slowly in building new nuclear power plants, while slightly more (+ 5 points, at 26%) feel
this is moving at the right pace. Only 16% feel the government is moving too quickly.
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Canadians continue to mention health care (41%) and education (20%) as the most important issues that
their provincial governments should focus on. The importance of the economy and infrastructure has
increased since January (+6 points and +8 points, respectively), while energy (NET) as an issue has
decreased by 5 points.

Medicare/Healthcare M — ] Y
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Energy - unspecified ™2%_ 5o,
Jobs/Unemployment T—— 500
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Economy/Interest Rates
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Infrastructure/ roads A
Deficit/Government spending *70%
Gas/Fuel prices 3%
Natural resources 88
Other — 9%

Don't know/Refused 1 8%

@ Now, thinking of the issues presently confronting the province of (PROVINCE) and people like yourself, which one do you feel should receive the greatest
Canadian Nuclear Association | attention from the provincial government, that is the one thing they should give top priority to? Q1b. What other issues do you think are important for the province
Association nucléaire canadienne and people like yourself that should be getting right now? Base: Sept ‘08 n= 1285, Jan ‘08 n=2185



Three in five (61%) do not think conservation efforts will be enough to offset growing demand. Half (53%)
of Canadians continue to fear there is not enough energy in their province for future needs. Supply
concerns continue to be acute in Ontario (+1 point), and fewer Albertans now believe their province has
enough electricity to meet demand, compared to January (-12 points).

Conservation Efforts Won't Offset Demand Have Enough Electricity in My Province
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@ Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the

; , . it growing demand for energy 2) We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future needs? Base: Sept’ 08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187, Feb ‘07
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Agreement with the statement that energy conservation efforts will not offset growing demand has
decreased among residents of Quebec (-9 points), Saskatchewan (-6 points), and Ontario (-6 points). In
contrast, agreement with the statement has increased among residents of Alberta (+6 points) and of
Atlantic Canada, including residents of New Brunswick (+9 points).

Conservation won't offset demand
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I
@ Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the
B growing demand for energy? Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187, Feb ‘07 n=2123, Feb ‘05 n=1820
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Confidence in electricity supply continues to drop across the country, with the exception of British
Columbia where confidence has improved (+9 points), and in Quebec where the vast majority (82%)
continue to believe their province has enough supply to meet demand.

Have enough electricity in my province
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k)) Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: We have enough electricity in my province to meet our
- future needs, Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187 , Feb ‘07 n=2123, Jan ‘06 n=1000, Nov ‘05 n=1000
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Nuclear Support Tracking



Half (50%) of Canadians support nuclear as a means to generate electricity, a slight increase of 3 points

since January.

B Strongly Support

B Somewhat Support

B Somewhat Oppose

m Strongly Oppose

Support vs.
Oppose

Solar Power Sept. 08

76%

20%

2L 1% 96% vs. 3%

Jan. '08 77% 19% AL 1%  96% vs. 3%

Wind Power Sept 08 69% 23% 3%4% 92% vs. 7%

Jan. '08 72% 21% 3929 93% vs. 5%

Hydroelectric Power Sept 08 50% 38% 6% 4% 88% vs. 10%
Jan. '08 48% 41% 6% 3% 89% vs. 9%

Natural Gas Sept 08 22% 49% 19% 9% 71% vs. 28%

Jan. '08 26% 46% 20% 8% 2% vs. 28%

> Nuclear Energy Sept 08 18% 32% 20% 50% vs. 48%
Jan. '08 16% 31% 22% 29% 47% vs. 51%

Coal Sept 08 PLZ 18% 27% 48% 22% vs. 75%

Jan. '08 ReLZ 19% 29% 46% 24% vs. 75%
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| am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity. Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat
oppose, or strongly oppose each way of producing electricity. Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 Base: n=2187, Feb ‘07 Base: n=2123



Support for nuclear power continues to reach historic levels, increasing 15 points since February 2005.
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| am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity. Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat
Canadion Nuclear Association | OPPOSE, or strongly oppose each way of producing electricity. Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187, Feb ‘07 n=2123, Jan ‘06 n=1000, Nov ‘05
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Support for nuclear energy is highest in Ontario (67%) and New Brunswick (61%) and continues to be very
low in Quebec (20%).

B Strongly Support B Somewhat Support B Somewhat Oppose W Strongly Oppose SUp-I;;);?tl VS.
Oppose
National Sept 2008 18% 32% 20% 28% 50% vs. 48%
National Jan 2008 16% 31% 22% 29% 47%vs. 51%
British Columbia 16% 25% 20% 38% 41% vs. 58%
Alberta 22% 30% 21% 21% 52% vs. 42%
Saskatchewan 21% 32% 19% 23% 53% vs. 42%
Manitoba/Saskatchewan 19% 32% 20% 23% 51% vs. 43%
Ontario 24% 43% 15% 15% 67% vs. 30%
Quebec E&4 14% 28% 50% 20% vs. 78%
Atlantic Canada 15% 40% 20% 20% 55% vs. 40%
New Brunswick 18% 43% 24% 13% 61% vs. 37%
@ | am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity. Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat

Canadian Nudlear Association ~ Oppose, or strongly oppose each way of producing electricity. Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2185, Feb ‘07 n=2123
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Support for nuclear energy continues to trend upwards in all regions, particularly in New Brunswick (+10
points) and Alberta (+8 points).
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@ I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity. Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose,
Canadian Nuclear Association — OF strongly oppose each way of producing electricity. Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2185, Feb ‘07 n=2123, Jan ‘06 n=1000, Nov ‘05 n=1000
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Support for both upgrading/refurbishing existing nuclear facilities and new builds remains stable since
January. Canadians continue to be more likely to support upgrading/refurbishing than building new
facilities (67% vs. 49%).

—— Support for Upgrading/Refurbishing —=— Support for New Build

/ 67% —X 67%

60%

59%
* 57% \ / T 57%
53%

—a 49%
I T T T T T T T 1
- May '04 Feb '05 May '05 Nov '05 Jan '06 Feb '07 Jan '08 Sept '08
u Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In

Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat
Canadian Nudlear Association  SUpport, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about...Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187, Feb ‘07 n=2123, Jan ‘06
Association nucléaire canadienne. n=1000, Nov ‘05 n=1000



Support for refurbishing has significantly increased in New Brunswick (+17 points), while slightly
decreasing in Alberta (-4 points).
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Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are
aging. In Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support,
somewhat support, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about...Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187, Feb ‘07
n=2123, Jan ‘06 n=1000, Nov ‘05 n=1000



Similarly, support for building new nuclear power plants has slightly increased across the country, most
notably in Alberta (+9 points). The exception is in Quebec where support has decreased since January (-8

points).
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@ Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are
aging. In Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support,
Canadian Nuclear Assodiation somewhat support, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about...Base: Sept ‘08 n=1285 , Jan ‘08 n=2187, Feb ‘07
Association nucléaire canadienne n:2123' Jan 106 I"I:lOOO, NOV (05 n:1000
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Attitudes Toward Nuclear



One third of Canadians cite environmental benefits associated with nuclear power, including: less harmful
to the environment (12%, +4 points), environmentally friendly or ‘green’ (10%, +3 points), clean energy or
pollution free (7%, +1 point), or plentiful or renewable (4%). Only three in ten Canadians feel there are no
benefits associated with nuclear power.

0
Less harmful to the environment _8% 12%

_ 0,
Environmentally friendly or 'green’ 7%10A)

Cost-efficient - 9%

8%

0,
Clean energy/ pollution free _6(?/0/0

Net Environmental Benefits: 34%

0,
Produces power/ electricity/ energy - 202

Energy production efficiency M 6%

0,
It's safe - 3%

0,
Plentiful/ renewable - iﬁ;

0,
Creates jobs/ helps economy — %ég

Other -40/0

4%
kU = Sept 2008
I 157 = Jan 2008
) Don't know 18%
@ What benefits, if any, do you associate with the generation of nuclear power? (Unaided) Base: Sept '08 n=1285, Jan ‘08 n=2187
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Among Canadians who have recently heard something about nuclear power, considerably more have
heard about the building or refurbishing of nuclear power plants (+21 points), while fewer recall hearing

something about the medical isotope shortage (or the closure of the Chalk River facility) than was the
case in January.

Read, Seen or Heard Anything Recently What Has Been Read, Seen or Heard
About Nuclear Power Recently About Nuclear Power
B Sep-08 11 Jan-08 Building/refurbishing nuclear power plants * 41%

_ 0
Media/news reports (unspecific) 0% 8%

0
Safety issues/concerns -M

11%
0
Government increasing nuclear power % 6%
\ . 5%
Nuclear waste disposal 5@
41% 40% Environmentally friendly/green -ggo
0
: 3%
’ Aging nuclear power plants .- 4%
Nuclear power used in other countries %/3% u Sep'OS Z Jan-08
0
0
Medical isotope shortage m 0
8%
0
Medical isotope production IM o
6%
2%
Plant shutdown ! 30
Yes 0
OTHER 13%
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A et et . Tead, seen or heard recently? Base: Those who have heard, seen or read about nuclear power Sept ‘08 n=522, Jan ‘08 n=1008

Have you read, seen, or heard anything recently about nuclear power? Base: Sept '08 All respondents n=1285 Jan ‘08 n=2187 What have you



Two in five (41%) Canadians continue to believe nuclear should play more of arole in their province over

the next few decades.
4

. @ e What role do you believe nuclear power should play in your province for the next few decades? Jan 08 Base All Respondents: N=2187 Aug 08
Canadian Nuclear Association Base All Respondents: 1285
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25% 25%
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Keeping Pace



Half (51%) of Ontarians continue to feel the government is moving slowly in building new nuclear power

plants, a decrease of 9 points since January. Currently, one in four (26%) Ontarians feel the government is
moving at the right pace.

m Sep-08 11 Jan-08

35%
30%
26%
25%
21% 21%
10%
9%

) h . I

Too slowly Somewhat slowly Right pace Somewhat Too quickly
quickly

@ As you may know, the government of Ontario has approved the replacement and refurbishment of existing nuclear power plants, some of which
will be closed beginning in 2012 because of the end of their life cycle. Based on what you have read, seen, or heard do you feel the government is
Canadian Nuclear Association moving too slowly, somewhat slowly, at the right pace, somewhat quickly, or too quickly in building new nuclear power plants? Base: Sept ‘08
Association nucléaire canadienne n=492v Jan ‘08 n=752



Slightly more Ontarians feel we should be cautious and re-evaluate the need for new nuclear power plants
(+9 points) compared to January. About half (47%) say the government should get on with it or start the
process of building new nuclear power plants sooner rather than later.

B Sep-08 = Jan-08

| feel we should get on with it and build new
nuclear power plants to ensure we have an
adequate and reliable source of power for the
future

22%

23%

25%

| feel we should start the process of building new

nuclear power plants sooner rather than later
29%

45%

| feel we should be cautious and re-evaluate the

need for new nuclear power plants
P P 36%

| feel we should not build new nuclear power
plants now

@
5 Please tell me which of the following statements are closer to your view. Please select only one. Base: Sept ‘08 n=492, Jan ‘08 n=752
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For more information

For more information about the study, please contact one of our
project team members:

Martin Hrobsky, Senior Research Manager, Ipsos Public Affairs

416.324.2017
martin.hrobsky@ipsos-reid.com

John Wright, Senior Vice President, Ipsos Public Affairs
416.324.2002
[john.wright@ipsos-reid.com

WWW.IPS0S-pa.com



