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Purpose & Methodology
Th h t k ll t f d ttit d t d lThe research program tracks overall support for and attitudes toward nuclear 
energy in Canada since the February 2005 benchmark. 
The survey was conducted by telephone from August 18th to August 20th, 
2009. 
The total sample is 1,156 resulting in a margin of error of +/-2.9%. 
Oversampling was conducted in Saskatchewan and New Brunswick. The 
regional sub-samples and associated margins of error are:

N +/-%, 95% of the time

N i l 1156 2 9National 1156 2.9
BC 131 8.6

AB 104 9.6

SK/MB 140 8 3SK/MB 140 8.3

(SK) (105) 9.6

ON 380 5.0

QC 251 6 2
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QC 251 6.2

ATL 150 8.0

(NB) (102) 9.6
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Key Themes

Support for nuclear energy has weakened across the country since 
January 2009 and is now back to levels seen in 2007. 

This has also translated into a slight decrease in support for new 
builds and refurbishment. 

Energy as a provincial issue of importance has fallen off the radar for 
most Canadiansmost Canadians. 

Only about one-in-ten of those who can recall hearing something O y g g
about nuclear energy in the past 12 months can recall hearing 
something specifically about the medical isotope situation.
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Key Themes

In Ontario the decision by the government to delay the selection of aIn Ontario, the decision by the government to delay the selection of a 
vendor to build a new nuclear facility has led more Ontarians to say the 
government should ‘just get on with it’ and build a new nuclear power 
facility now, up 14 points since January 2009.

In Saskatchewan support for a new facility that would produce medicalIn Saskatchewan, support for a new facility that would produce medical 
isotopes is strong (67% total support), as is the notion that the province 
should become a leader in the disposal and storage of nuclear waste. 
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Energy As An Issue
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Energy No Longer An Issue of Importance, Down 11 
Points to Only 2% ...

53%
46%

21%
Economy (NET)

Aug-09 Jan 2009 Sep 2008

33%

38%

19%

30%

29%

12%

41%

Economy

Medicare/Healthcare

19%

20%

15%

18%

16%

14%

16%

9%

Environment/Pollution

Jobs/Unemployment

Education/Schools

8%

5%

14%

4%

5%

20%

8%

9%

Education/Schools

Taxes/Tax Reform/GST

Infrastructure/ roads

2%

1%

6%

13%

6%

9%

6%

2%

ENERGY (NET)

Energy - unspecified
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6%
9%
9%Other

Now, thinking of the issues presently confronting the province of  (PROVINCE) and people like yourself, which one do you feel should receive the greatest 
attention from the provincial government, that is the one thing they should give top priority to?  Base:  Aug 2009 n=1,156; Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285.

Mentions less than 3% not shown (except energy)



More Ontarians (63%, +4 points) Say Conservation Efforts Will Not Be 
Enough to Offset Future Electricity Demand…Alberta (-4)/BC (-4) 
Down…

Conservation Efforts Won’t Offset Demand

62%
63%

61%
National

Aug-09 Jan 2009 Sep 2008

Conservation Efforts Won’t Offset Demand

56%

57%

61%

61%

64%

67%

British Columbia

Alberta

59%

64%

64%

62%

67%

63%
Saskatchewan/Manitoba

Saskatchewan

63%

67%

%

59%

64%

57%

Saskatchewan

Ontario

Q

64%

63%

68%

64%

61%

69%

Quebec

Atlantic Canada
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63%
60%

67%
New Brunswick

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1). We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future 
needs, 2) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy ? Base: Aug 2009 N=1,156; Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 
N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187 



Fewer in BC (-5 points) and Alberta (-4 points) say 
Conservation Will Not Offset Demand
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Aug '09Jan '09Sept '08Jan '08Feb '07Feb '05

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1). We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future 
needs, 2) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy?  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 
08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Feb 05 N=1820



Confidence in Supply Improves in Quebec (+6 points), New 
Brunswick (+6 points), and Saskatchewan (+4 points)…
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Have Enough Electricity In My Province

89

77

82

75

838282

84

76
80

6162

70
7372 71

64

75

62
60

65

76

60
62

57

66

60

70

56
58

5252
54

56
58

53
56

59

48

5758
55

53535455
58

49
46

49
47

60 57

54

50

56

46

54

49
5050

60

3738

46

4243

3434

38 40
38

39

49

40

12

30
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Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1) We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future needs, 
2) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy?  Base: Aug 09 N=1,156;  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 
N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



Nuclear Support Tracking
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Confidence in Electricity Supply Lowest in Alberta (-11 points) 
and Ontario (-1 point)…

Have Enough Electricity in My

56%
55%

53%
National

Aug-09 Jan 2009 Sep 2008

Have Enough Electricity in My 
Province

49%

37%

46%

48%
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49%
British Columbia
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54%

48%

60%

38%
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Saskatchewan/Manitoba
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89%
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82%
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Atlantic Canada
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Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1). We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future 
needs, 2) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy ? Base: Aug 2009 N=1,156; Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 
N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187 

62%
56%
57%

New Brunswick



Nationally, Support for Nuclear Energy Down 5 Points 
Since Jan 09. Support for Other Sources Also Down… 

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose
Total

Support vs. Oppose

69%

78%

65%

24%

19%

26%

3%

2%

5%3%

1%

2%Solar Power '09

Jan '09

Wi d P '09

97% vs. 3%

93% vs. 5%

91% vs 8%65%

73%

48%

26%

23%

38%

5%

2%

7%

3%

4%

2%

Wind Power '09

Jan '09

Hydroelectric Power '09

95% vs. 4%

91% vs. 8%

86% vs. 11%

52%

23%

26%

38%

48%

49%

5%

18%

16%

2%

9%

8%

Jan '09

Natural Gas '09

Jan '09

91% vs. 7%

75% vs. 24%

71% vs. 27%

16%

16%

6%

27%

32%

19%

22%

21%

25%

31%

28%

48%

Nuclear Energy '09

Jan '09

Coal '09

48% vs. 49%

43% vs. 53%

24% vs 73%

15

4% 20% 26% 49%Jan '09

I am now going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  How about . . . Base:   Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123

24% vs. 75%

24% vs. 73%



National Intensity of Support for Nuclear Energy Stable, 
Soft Support Down 5 Points…

16%

16%

27%
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22%
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Aug 09
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Jan 09

Sep 08
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12%
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27%
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25%
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19%
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37%

37%
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Nov 05

Aug 05

9%

9%

15%

27%

25%

34%

22%

23%

21%

39%

41%

25%

May 05
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May 04

15%

17%

12%

33%

33%

30%

20%

17%

18%

28%

23%

33%

Nov 03

July 03

Nov 02

16

13% 36% 22% 22%Apr 02

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base: Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, 
Nov 05 N=1000



Nationally, Support for Nuclear Energy Back to 2007 Levels as 
Opposition Rises (+4) and Support Drops (-5)…

Support Oppose

50%49%48%49%50%51% 51%
54%

58%
56%

61%
64%

48%
51%

48%49% 49%
53%

47%
44%

40%41%

36%35%

49%48%

42%

49%

37%
34%

48%
44%

47%48%49%

48%
43%

48%
46%

49%
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Aug '09Jan '09Sep '08Jan '08Feb '07Jan '06Nov '05May '05Feb '05May '04Nov '03Nov '02April '02Jan '01Feb '94April '89Oct '87

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 
N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



Support for Nuclear Energy Down in New Brunswick (-13 points), 
Sask. (-6 points), and Ontario (-5 points). Stable in Alberta (+1 point)
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I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 
N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



Support for Nuclear Energy Continues to be Strongest in Ontario 
(62%), followed by Alberta (51%), Sask. (49%), and NB (45%) 

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Total
Support vs. 

Oppose

16%

16%

18%

27%

32%

32%

22%

21%

20%

31%

28%

28%

National Aug 2009

National  Jan 2009

National Sep 2008 50% vs. 48%

48% vs. 49%

43% vs. 53%

6%

19%

25%

32%

24%

16%

44%

25%

British Columbia

Alberta

49% 49%

31% vs. 68%

51% vs. 41%

28%

22%

27%

21%

21%

35%

15%

20%

18%

34%

36%

18%

Saskatchewan

Manitoba/Saskatchewan

Ontario 62% vs. 36%

49% vs. 49%

43% vs. 56%

12%

16%

30%

30%

24%

46%

29%

3%Quebec

Atlantic Canada

45% vs 51%

42% vs. 53%

19% vs. 76%

19

12% 33% 23% 28%New Brunswick 45% vs. 51%

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base: Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, 
Nov 05 N=1000



In Ontario, Support For Nuclear Energy is 62%, Down to Fall of 
2005 Levels…

Support Oppose

67%67%65%63%62%62%60%61%62%
58%

64%
61%

64%

57%57%
62%

pp pp

58%

49%

57%57%

49%

48%

51%

31%31%
34%34%36%36%37%37%35%

38%

30%
34%

26%

36%35% 36%

26%

20

Aug '09Jan '09Sept '09Jan '08Feb'07Nov '06July '06Apr '06Jan '06Nov '05Aug '05May '05Feb '05May '04Nov '03July '03Nov '02April '02

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base: Jan 09 N=760, Jan 08 N=752, Feb 07 N=771, Nov 06 N=1006, July 06 N=1006, Apr 06 N=800, Jan 
06 N=1001, Nov 05 N=1000



Nationally, Support for Refurbishing & New Build is Down by 3 
Points, Respectively…

Support for Upgrading/Refurbishing Support for New Build

64%
67%67%67%

60%59%
61%

pp pg g g pp

57%
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53%

57%

46%
49%49%48%

42%
39%

41%

35%

40%
37%

Aug '09Jan '09Sep '08Jan '08Feb '07Jan '06Nov '05May '05Feb '05May '04

21

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Aug -0 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 
N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



Nationally, Intensity of Support for Refurbishing Remains 
Stable, Strong Support Down Slightly by 3 Points…

Strongly support Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose

Upgrading And Refurbishing Existing Nuclear Power Plants

Total
Support vs. Oppose

28%

31%

36%

36%

15%

15%

18%

17%

Aug '09

Jan 09 67% vs. 32%

64% vs. 33%

31%

31%

26%

36%

36%

34%

15%

14%

16%

15%

17%

22%

Sep 08

Jan 08

Feb 07 60% 38%

67% vs. 31%

67% vs. 30%

26%

24%

24%

34%

33%

35%

16%

15%

15%

22%

26%

25%

Feb 07

Jan 06

Nov 05 59% vs. 40%

57% vs. 41%

60% vs. 38%

20%

24%

33%

38%

17%

19%

27%

18%

May 05

Feb 05 61% vs. 37%

53% vs. 44%

22

21% 36% 21% 21%May 04

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base: Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, 
Nov 05 N=1000

57% vs. 42%



Support for Refurbishment Down in All Regions (-2 in Ontario), 
With the Exception of Alberta (+3 points)…
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Aug '09Jan '09Sep '08Jan '08Feb '07Jan '06Nov '05Feb '05
Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 
06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



Nationally, Intensity of Support for New Build Also 
Stable, Soft Support Down Slightly by 4 Points

Strongly support Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose

Building New Nuclear Power Plants

Total
Support vs. Oppose

20%

20%

26%

30%

21%

20%

31%

29%

Aug '09

Jan 09

Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose

49% vs. 49%

46% vs. 52%

21%
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28%

27%

19%

20%
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Sep 08

Jan 08 48% vs. 50%

49% vs. 49%

18%

15%
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24%

24%

26%

18%

19%

17%

39%
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Nov 05 41% vs 58%
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15%
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26%
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17%
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34%

Nov 05
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Feb 05 40% vs. 59%

35% vs. 63%

41% vs. 58%
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12% 25% 26% 36%May 04

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, 
Nov 05 N=1000

37% vs. 63%



Support for New Builds Also Down Slightly Across the 
Country, Down 4 Points in Ontario and in Sask.
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Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In 
Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 
07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



Most (68%) Continue to Prefer Same/More of Role for Nuclear 
Energy…

29%

26%

31%

35%

37%

38%
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38%

41%

25%

National Jan 2009

National Sep 2008

British Columbia

13%

25%

28%

23%

53%

48%

Alberta

Saskatchewan/ Manitoba

18%
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Today, the largest fuel sources for electricity production in Canada are hydro, coal, and nuclear. Over the next 25 years, the demand for electricity on average 
is expected to increase by almost 40%. What role do you believe that nuclear power should play in [insert province] for the next few decades…more than it is 
today, less than it is today, or the same as today?  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan  2008 N=2123

29% 33% 33%NB



Attitudes Toward Nuclear
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Four in Ten Canadians Can Recall Hearing, Reading, or Seeing 
Something About Nuclear Power Over the Past Year…

Read, Seen or Heard Anything Recently About 
Nuclear Power

41%
36%

40%

Sep 2008 Jan 2009 Aug-09

28Have you read, seen, or heard anything recently about nuclear power?  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285,
What have you read, seen or heard recently?  Base:  Aug 2009 N=529; Jan 2009 N=809, Sep 2008 N=522, Jan 2008 N=1008



Only 13% Can Specifically Recall Something About Medical 
Isotopes, Up 9 Points Since January…

22%
25%

41%
Building/refurbishing nuclear power plants

What Has Been Read, Seen or Heard Recently About 
Nuclear Power

13%
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4%
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41%
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y

Source of awareness only 
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4%
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AECL/Atomic Energy of Canada

Opposition to nuclear energy

Aug 2009
Jan 2009
Sep 2008

4%

4%

2%

1%

3%

2%

Aging nuclear power plants

Plants shutdown/stopped production 
Mentions less than 4%

29Have you read, seen, or heard anything recently about nuclear power?  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285,
What have you read, seen or heard recently?  Base:  Aug 2009 N=529; Jan 2009 N=809, Sep 2008 N=522, Jan 2008 N=1008

16%
12%

14%
OTHER (SPECIFY)

Mentions less than 4% 
and don’t know not 
shown 



Confidence in the Industry Has Taken A Bit of a Hit… More Say 
Their Confidence Has Worsened (+7)…“Improved” Falls (-3)…

46% 46%

Aug-09 Jan 2009 Jan 2008

28%
31%

28% 29%

19%
22% 21%

13%

6%

10%

30

Improved Stayed the Same Worsened Don't know

Would you say that your confidence in the Canadian nuclear industry has improved or worsened in the past 12 months?  Base: Aug 09 N=1,156;  
Jan 2009 N=2200, Jan 2008 N=2187



For the 19% “Improved”, Learning More (+7 points)/Advanced 
Technological Aspects of Nuclear Power (+6) as Top Reasons…

Reasons for Improved Confidence
20%
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13%

7%

13%
Learned more 

T h l i d i

12%

8%

7%

12%

5%

8%

Technology is advancing

Have not heard anything bad

8%

5%

12%

4%

8%

5%

Safety record/safer

Environmentally friendly 

Aug-09
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4%

3%

3%

1%

5%

Good reputation/ high standards

Refurbishing/ repairing nuclear plants

2%

15%

1%

10%
6%

Refurbishing/ repairing nuclear plants

Good source energy

31Why would you say [improved]?  Base: Aug 2009 n=202; Jan 2009 N=493, Jan 2008 N= 647  Why would you say [worsened]?  Base: Aug 2009 n=344; Jan 
2009 N=467, Jan 2008 N=658

15%
34%

31%
Other

Mentions less than 2% not shown



For the 28% “Worse”, Shortage of Isotopes (+4) and Chalk 
River/AECL (+5) Fuel Worsened Confidence…

Reasons for Worsened Confidence
10%

10%

6%

5%

4%

4%

Shortage of medical isotopes

Chalk River/AECL

Reasons for Worsened Confidence 

9%

7%

6%

16%

13%

12%

10%

Safety concerns

Dislike nuclear energy

6%

6%

5%

10%

8%

7%

8%

Believe in alternatives 

Lack of information

Not environmentally friendly

Aug-09
Jan 2009
J 2008

5%

4%

7%

6%

6%

5%
Not environmentally friendly

Lack of management/ leadership

Cost increase/ expensive

Jan 2008

4%

4%

1%Stopped repairs on nuclear plant

Problems (unspecified)
Mentions less than 2% not shown for 
i d d ti d l th 4% t

32Why would you say [improved]?  Base: Aug 2009 n=202; Jan 2009 N=493, Jan 2008 N= 647  Why would you say [worsened]?  Base: Aug 2009 n=344; Jan 
2009 N=467, Jan 2008 N=658

11%
14%

15%
Other

improved and mentioned less than 4% not 
shown for worsened



Environment Slowly Becoming Less of a Top of Mind Benefit, 
NET Mentions Down 8 Points Since Sept 08

9%

9%

5%

9%

7%
Clean energy/pollution free

Cost-efficient alternative 

7%

7%

9%

9%

9%

10%
Environmentally friendly/green

Less harmful to the environment than other energy

6%

4%

9%

5%

5%

12%

6%

sources

Produces power/electricity/energy

Energy production efficiency NET Environmental Benefits:

3%

3%

5%

3%

1%

6%

3%

Energy production efficiency

It is a safe technology/energy source

M di l di ti / h

Aug-09
Jan 2009
Sep 2008

NET Environmental Benefits:

34%
29%

5%

53%

1%

5%
4%

Medical diagnostics/research

Other

Sep 2008

Mentions less than 2% not shown 

26%

33

52%
48%None/don't know

Considering all forms of electricity generation, what benefits, if any, do you associate with nuclear power? (2008 phrasing) What benefits, if any, do you 
associate with the generation of nuclear power? (Unaided)  Base:  Aug 09 N=1,156; Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187



Urgency
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In Ontario, More Say the Government is Moving Too 
Slowly in Building a New Nuclear Power Plant (+7 points)

35%

Aug 2009 Jan 2009 Sep 2008 Jan 2008

26%
24% 23%

30%
27%

21%

30%

26%25%

21%

9%
12%

7%
10%

6%

10%

6%
9%

19%

7% 6% 6%

Too slowly Somewhat slowly Right pace Somewhat Too quickly

35

oo s o y So e at s o y g t pace So e at
quickly    

oo qu c y

As you may know, the government of Ontario has approved the replacement and refurbishment of existing nuclear power plants. Based on what you have 
read, seen, or heard do you feel the government is moving too slowly, somewhat slowly, at the right pace, somewhat quickly, or too quickly in building new 
nuclear power plants?  Base: Aug 09 N=380;  Jan 2009 N=760, Sep 2008 N=492 Jan 2008 N=752



In Fact, More Ontarians Also Say The Province Should ‘Just 
Get On With It’ and Build New Plants Now (+14 Points)

Aug 2009 Jan 2009 Sep 2008 Jan 2008Aug 2009 Jan 2009 Sep 2008 Jan 2008

36%
43% 45%

36%

13%

36%

24% 27%

14%

29%

13%
8%

25% 22%

12%

36%
29%

23%

8%

I feel we should not build new
nuclear power plants now

I feel we should be cautious
and re-evaluate the need for

new nuclear power plants

I feel we should start the
process of building new

nuclear power plants sooner

I feel we should get on with it
and build new nuclear power
plants to ensure we have an

36

new nuclear power plants nuclear power plants sooner
rather than later

plants to ensure we have an
adequate and reliable source

of power for the future
Please tell me which of the following statements are closer to your view. Please select only one.  Base: Jan 2009 N=760, Sep 2008 N=492, Jan 2008 N=752 
Why would you say we should be cautious and re-evaluate the need for new nuclear power plants?  Base: All who feel we should be cautious and  re-
evaluate the need for new nuclear power plants Aug 09 N=380; Jan 2009 N=326



Provincial Issues
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Ontarians Are Split over Acceptability of  Delay To 
Select A Vendor To Build A New Nuclear Facility…

50% Acceptable
47% Unacceptable

33%

27%

p

17%

27%

20%
17%

38
As you may know the government of Ontario has delayed the project for building a new nuclear power facility in Ontario that they previously committed to. 
Do believe this decision is… Base: All Ontario Respondents n=380

Very acceptable Somewhat
acceptable

Somewhat
unacceptable

Very
unacceptable



In Saskatchewan, Support for the Construction of an 
Isotope Facility is Very Strong…

67% Support

41%
32% Oppose

26%

pp

16% 16%

39As you may know, the government of Saskatchewan has proposed to build a new nuclear facility in the province that would produce both medical isotopes 
and also conduct nuclear research. Do you…Base: All Saskatchewan Respondents n=105

Strongly support
this plan

Somewhat
support this plan

Somewhat
oppose this plan

Strongly oppose
this plan



Most in Saskatchewan Acceptable to Province Becoming 
Leader in Storage and Disposal of Nuclear Waste…

69% Acceptable

45%

29% Unacceptable

24%

29% Unacceptable

24%

11%

18%

11%

40Some people say that if Saskatchewan invests more in nuclear technology such as isotope production and uranium production, the province should also 
become a leader in the disposal and storage of nuclear waste. Do you believe this is….Base:  All Saskatchewan Respondents n=105

Very acceptable Somewhat
acceptable

Somewhat
unacceptable

Very
unacceptable



For more information about the study, 
please contact one of our project team members:

John Wright, Senior Vice President, Ipsos Public Affairs  
416.324.2002
john.wright@ipsos-reid.com

Martin Hrobsky, Senior Research Manager, Ipsos Public Affairs
416.324.2017
martin.hrobsky@ipsos-reid.commartin.hrobsky@ipsos reid.com
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