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Don has been the Power Workers’ Union President since 2000, after 11 years as the Union’s 
Vice President for transmission, distribution, hydroelectric and electrical safety. 
 
Don’s career in Ontario’s electricity sector has spanned over three decades, and includes nearly 
every aspect of the sector, from tradesperson to corporate director.  
 
In his 29 years as a union activist, Don solidified his reputation as a skilled and innovative 
negotiator, seasoned in mutual gains approaches that reached enduring settlements that balanced 
business needs, and the rights and values of employees. Among the numerous contracts 
negotiated is Don’s major milestone in improving workplace safety, when he led the successful 
PWU push to establish the unilateral right to stop unsafe work in all Ontario Hydro workplaces 
as a substantive and jointly accepted method of reducing workplace accident and injury.   
 
Don is currently a member of the Hydro One Board of Directors where he also chairs that 
Board’s Health and Safety Committee.  He also sits on the Board of Directors of the Canadian 
Nuclear Association, and co-chairs the Health and Safety Advisory Committees at Ontario 
Power Generation and Bruce Power.  Other past activities include appointments to the Ontario 
government’s Electricity Transition Committee and the Electricity Conservation and Supply 
Task Force. 
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