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*The Small Print…

Ipsos Reid has done no political polling since 1986…We do $170 
million of market research in Canada of which 2% is for Governments 
(federal and provincial, all of which are on the public record)…

We do $200 million of market research in the US and are part of the 
Ipsos group of market research companies spanning 44 countries 
with annual revenues in excess of $1.4 billion…

We are the media agency of record of CanWest News and  Global TV
in Canada, The McClatchy News Company in the United States, and 
Reuters International…

Through our sister company Ipsos Mori, we are also the polling 
agency of record for the British Nuclear Industry Association and 
conduct studies throughout Europe on nuclear power issues…
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Purpose & Methodology…

I am here today to give you an overview of how Canadians feel 
about nuclear power…
The research tracks overall support for and attitudes toward 
nuclear energy in Canada since as far back as 1987 and more 
extensively since a February 2005 benchmark…
Since last January when I was here, we have conducted two further 
pieces of work and this will be in focus for you today…
The latest survey was conducted by telephone January 19 to 
February 1, 2009…
The total sample is 2,200, resulting in a margin of error of +/-2.1%. A 
large sample of interviews was conducted in all regions, in addition 
to an oversample of interviews in Saskatchewan and New 
Brunswick…



A Focus At The Top…
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A Focus At the Top…

Aboard Air Force One, En Route Andrews Air Force Base
February 19, 2009 5:50 P.M. EST
DEPUTY SECRETARY STEINBERG:

"They talked about the various different kinds of strategies 
on energy and environment; about the possible expansion 
of hydro-power. And the Canadians, their people said, you 

know, we want to focus on the oil shales but, in fact, 
Canada was making a major investment in expanding 

hydro, and the possibility of significant contributions from 
there. They talked about prospects for expanding nuclear 
power and how you could get public acceptance and have 
safe nuclear energy. The Prime Minister talked a little bit 
about the general views on nuclear power in Canada.”



Energy As An Issue…
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Thinking of the issues presently confronting Canada , which one do you feel should receive the greatest attention from Canada's leaders? (Open-Ended)

Tracking The Most Important 
National Issues…
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*27%

All Canadians

*65%



8

The Top National Issues…

Base: All respondents n=34,667
Top issues our national leaders should be addressing…

65%

27%

19%

13%

12%

5%

4%

3%

8%

4%

Managing the economy

Government politics

Fixing our Healthcare System

Protecting the Environment

Unemployment

Poverty/hunger/social

Education

International Issues

Other

Don't know/Not sure
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Energy As a Provincial Issue: 6th at 13%, Behind Economy, 
Healthcare, Environment, Jobs, Education...in fact 

Jobs/Economy is now 46%, up from 21% last time…
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9%

20%

6%

2%

9%

8%

6%

43%

19%

7%

21%

11%

7%

10%

5%

Econom y

Medicare/Healthcare

Environm ent/Pollution

Jobs /Unem ploym ent

Education/Schools

ENERGY (NET)

Energy - unspecif ied

Other
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Now, thinking of the issues presently confronting the province of  (PROVINCE) and people like yourself, which one do you feel should receive the greatest 
attention from the provincial government, that is the one thing they should give top priority to?  Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187 

Total Mentions

Mentions less than 6% not shown 
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Still, with One-in-ten (13%) Citing Energy As Issue That Should 
Receive Most Attention From Their Provincial Government, it’s 
Up 7 Points From September 08, And 2 Points From January 

08…
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Driven by concerns significantly up in BC, AB, and Atlantic Canada. 

Now, thinking of the issues presently confronting the province of  (PROVINCE) and people like yourself, which one do you feel should receive the greatest 
attention from the provincial government, that is the one thing they should give top priority to?  Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187 

Total Mentions

Mentions less than 6% not shown 

Energy NET 
BY PROVINCE

Jan 
2008

Jan 
2009

18%18%(NB)

15%22%22%ATL

3%5%QC

16%15%ON

9%10%(SK)

7%10%SK/MB

11%19%19%AB

6%12%12%BC



Ballot Questions…
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Slightly more than half (55% +2) indicate there is enough energy
in their province for future needs… But Ontario (43% +4), BC 

(46% -3), Alberta (48% +10) lag…

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1). We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future 
needs, Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187 

55%

46%

48%

60%

50%

43%

83%

52%

56%

53%

49%

38%

56%

49%

39%

82%

52%

57%

53%

40%

50%

62%

56%

38%

82%

54%

59%

National

British Columbia
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Saskatchewan/Manitoba

Saskatchewan

Ontario

Quebec

Atlantic Canada

New Brunswick

Jan 2009 Sep 2008 Jan 2008

Have Enough Electricity in My Province…
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Optimism In Electricity Supply Up in this Round of Polling 
Driven Mainly by Alberta (+ 10 Points), 

Saskatchewan/Manitoba (+4) 
and Ontario (+4)…

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1) We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future needs, 
2) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy?  Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 
N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000

Have Enough Electricity In My 
Province
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Conservation Ballot Question: 2/3rds (63%) say 
Conservation Efforts WonWon’’ tt Offset Supply Needs…

63%
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Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy ? Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187 

Conservation Efforts Won’t Offset Demand…
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Conservation Tracking: Since September 08, Alberta (-6) And 
British Columbia (-3) Residents Less Likely To BelieveLess Likely To Believe

Conservation Efforts Won’t Be Enough To Offset Demand For 
Electricity…

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that: 1). We have enough electricity in my province to meet our future 
needs, 2) Conservation efforts by consumers will not offset the growing demand for energy?  Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 
N=2123, Feb 05 N=1820

Conservation Won’t Offset Demand



Nuclear Support Tracking…
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9%

28%
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49%
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1%

1%Solar Power '09

Sep '08

Wind Power '09
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Hydroelectric Power '09

Sep '08

Natural Gas '09

Sep '08

Nuclear Energy '09

Sep '08

Coal '09

Sep '08

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

National Support for Nuclear Steady (48%, -2) vs. 
Other Energy Sources Compared 

to September 08

I am now going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  How about . . . Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123

Total
Support vs. 

Oppose

22% vs. 75%

96% vs. 3%

95% vs. 4%

91% vs. 7%

71% vs. 28%

50% vs. 48%

24% vs. 75%

48% vs. 49%

88% vs. 10%

92% vs. 7%

97% vs. 3%

75% vs. 24%
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Jan '09Sep '08Jan '08Feb '07Jan '06Nov '05May '05Feb '05May '04Nov '03Nov '02April '02Jan '01Feb '94April '89Oct '87

Support Oppose

National Support for Nuclear Tracking: Since 
January 08 Support For Nuclear Energy Has 

Remained Relatively Flat (50% vs 48%)…

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000



19

16%

18%

16%

15%

13%

12%

13%

9%

9%

15%

15%

17%

12%

13%

32%

32%

31%

29%

27%

29%

25%

27%

25%

34%

33%

33%

30%

36%

21%

20%

22%

22%

18%
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28%
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32%

40%
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41%

25%
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July 03
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Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Intensity of National Support for Nuclear Power 
Steady Since September 08 (-2 Points)…

Hard Opposition Contained (-13 Points since ‘05)…

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base: Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000
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National 2009
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Manitoba/Saskatchewan
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Atlantic Canada
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Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Regional Support for Nuclear Highest in Ontario 
(67%), New Brunswick (58%) and 

Saskatchewan (55%), Lowest in Quebec (23%)…

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base: Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123

58% vs. 38%

53% vs. 43%

23% vs. 74%

67% vs. 31%

55% vs. 41%

47% vs. 51%

Total
Support vs. 

Oppose

50% vs. 48%

37% vs. 62%

50% vs. 46%

50% vs. 48%

48% vs. 49%
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Tracking Regional Nuclear Support: Off Some in BC 
& NB…

Highest Support in Ontario (67%)…

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000
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Support Oppose

Tracking Ontario: Support Still at Historic High: 
This is Likely the Ceiling…

I am going to read you a list of several ways to produce electricity.  Please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or 
strongly oppose each way of producing electricity.  Base: Jan 09 N=760, Jan 08 N=752, Feb 07 N=771, Nov 06 N=1006, July 06 N=1006, Apr 06 N=800, Jan 
06 N=1001, Nov 05 N=1000



Support for Refurbish and 
New…
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37%

Jan '09Sep '08Jan '08Feb '07Jan '06Nov '05May '05Feb '05May '04

Support for Upgrading/Refurbishing Support for New Build

Tracking National Support for 
Refurbishing (67%) & New Build (49%): No Change…

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 
N=1000
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Tracking Support for Refurbishing by Region: 
Relatively Consistent Except in New Brunswick (-8) 

And Quebec (+3)…

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 
05 N=1000
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Support Tracking for New Builds by Region Consistent In 
Ontario Since September 08…Some Changes in Quebec (+8), 
Alberta (-5) and British Columbia (-4)…

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In 
Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 
06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000
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Intensity Of Support: Constant For Three 
Waves…Since May 04 Intensity Support For 

Refurbishment +10 Points, +12 For New Builds…
% of Canadian adults

Building new nuclear power plants

Upgrading and refurbishing existing nuclear power plants

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In Ontario 
80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base: Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 08 N=1285, Feb 07 N=2123, Jan 06 N=1000, Nov 05 N=1000

37% vs. 63%

40% vs. 59%

35% vs. 63%

41% vs. 58%

39% vs. 59%

42% vs. 57%

48% vs. 50%

49% vs. 49%

57% vs. 42%
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53% vs. 44%

59% vs. 40%

57% vs. 41%

60% vs. 38%

67% vs. 31%

67% vs. 32%

Total
Support vs. Oppose

67% vs. 30%

49% vs. 49%
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Ontario: Although Support For Refurbishing 
Remained Consistent Since September 08, Those 

Strongly Opposed Is Up (+ 6 Points)…

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In 
Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base: Jan 09 N=760, Jan 08 N=752, Feb 07 N=771, Nov 06 N=1006, July 06 
N=945, Apr 06 N=800, Jan 06 N=1001, Nov 05 N=1000



29

27%

26%

31%

28%

25%

24%

22%

25%

25%

21%

12%

19%

18%

35%

37%

30%

30%

32%

33%

34%

32%

33%

32%

34%

31%

32%

17%

18%

16%

15%

15%

18%

17%

19%

17%

19%

18%

24%

26%

20%

19%

21%

26%

26%

23%

26%

22%

23%

27%

35%

26%

23%

Jan 09

Sept 08

Jan 08

Feb 07

Nov 06

July 06

Apr 06

Jan 06

Nov 05

Aug 05

May 05

Feb 05

May 04

Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose

But for Ontario Support Intensity For New, Tracking 
Holds Steady Since January 08…

Many large power-generating plants in Canada with various fuel sources will have to be replaced over the next 10 to 15 years because they are aging. In 
Ontario 80% of the plants will have to be replaced. In order to help meet Canada’s future electricity demand, would you strongly support, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose or strongly oppose [ROTATE OPTIONS] And how about…Base: Jan 09 N=760, Feb 07 N=771, Nov 06 N=1006, July 06 N=945, Apr 06 
N=800, Jan 06 N=1001, Nov 05 N=1000
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38% Of Canadians Believe Nuclear Energy Should Play More Of A Role 
In Their Province In The Future (-3 Points)…

Half Of Saskatchewan (48%) and Ontario (47%) Residents Want More 
Of A Nuclear Role In Their Province…

Today, the largest fuel sources for electricity production in Canada are hydro, coal, and nuclear. Over the next 25 years, the demand for electricity on average 
is expected to increase by almost 40%. What role do you believe that nuclear power should play in [insert province] for the next few decades…more than it is 
today, less than it is today, or the same as today?  Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan  2008 N=2123
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31%

32%

35%

32%

34%

33%

29%

45%

32%

33%

38%

41%

41%

31%

44%

40%

48%

47%

22%

39%

44%

National Jan 2009

National Sep 2008

National Jan 2008

British Columbia

Alberta

Saskatchewan/ Manitoba

SASK

Ontario

Quebec

Atlantic Canada

NB

Less Same More



Awareness of and Attitudes 
Toward Nuclear…
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Read, Seen, Or Heard Anything Recently About Nuclear Power?

40% 41%
36%

Jan 2008 Sep 2008 Jan 2009

Have you read, seen, or heard anything recently about nuclear power?  Base:  Jan 2009 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 2008 N=2187  What have you read, 
seen or heard recently?  Base:  Jan 2009 N=809, Sep 2008 N=522, Jan 2008 N=1008

Yes…36%...

Mentions less than 3% not shown 
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Of The 36%: Building/Refurbishment Of Nuclear 
Power Plants (25%), Safety (10%), Isotopes (4%)…

What have you read, seen or heard recently?  Base:  Jan 2009 N=809, Sep 2008 N=522, Jan 2008 N=1008

25%

10%

7%

7%

4%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

12%

41%

7%

5%

8%

5%

3%

2%

1%

3%

14%

20%

11%

5%

2%

4%

8%

6%

4%

13%

Building/refurbishing nuclear power
plants

Safety issues/concerns

Environmentally fr iendly/green source of
power

Source of awareness only (newspaper,
TV, radio, etc.)

Nuclear Waste Disposal

Good/ efficient source of power/ produces
a lot of energy

Nuclear power used elsewhere in the
world (all mentions)

Opposition to nuclear energy/ negative
aspects

AECL/Atomic Energy of Canada

Medical isotope shortage 

Medical isotope production

Aging nuclear power plants

OTHER (SPECIFY)

Jan 2009

Sep 2008

Jan 2008

What Has Been Read, Seen or Heard 
Recently About Nuclear Power

Mentions less than 3% not shown 
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Confidence In Canadian Nuclear Industry: Standing Still At +1…
Improved (- 9 Points) / Worsened (-8 Points) 

Since January 08…More (18%) Say Their View Has Stayed the 
Same…

22%

46%

21%

10%

31%
28% 29%

13%

Improved Stayed the
Same

Worsened Don't know

Jan 2009 Jan 2008

Would you say that your confidence in the Canadian nuclear industry has improved or worsened in the past 12 months?  Base:  Jan 2009 N=2200, 
Jan 2008 N=2187
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22% Give Their Reasons for Improved Confidence In Canadian 
Nuclear Industry: 

More Information/Awareness, Good Safety Record, Hearing No 
Bad News And “ Good Source Of Energy” At The Top…

Why would you say [improved]?  Base: Jan 2009 N=493, Jan 2008 N= 647 Why would you say [worsened]?  Base: Jan 2009 N=467, Jan 2008 N=658

Reasons for 

Improved Confidence
13%

12%

12%

10%

7%

6%

5%

4%

4%

3%

3%

3%

34%

13%

8%

8%

6%

5%

6%

5%

4%

31%

More
information/aware

Safety
record/safer

Have not heard
anything bad

Good source
energy

Technology is
advancing

Has improved
(Non-specific)

More experienced/
more

Environmentally
friendly 

Have confidence/
am confident

Good reputation/
high standards

Took care of
problems/working

I have researched

Other

Jan 2009

Jan 2008

Mentions less than 3% not shown 
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21% Give Their Reasons For Worsened Confidence:
Safety Concerns (+4), Dislike For Nuclear Energy (+3), and 

Support For Alternative Energy Sources 
(@ 10%, New Mention In 2009)…

Why would you say [improved]?  Base: Jan 2009 N=493, Jan 2008 N= 647 Why would you say [worsened]?  Base: Jan 2009 N=467, Jan 2008 N=658

16%

13%

10%

8%

7%

7%

6%

6%

6%

5%

5%

5%

5%

3%

14%

12%

10%

8%

5%

5%

4%

9%

4%

5%

15%

Safety concerns

Dislike nuclear energy

Believe in alternatives 

Lack of information

Not environmentally friendly

Aging facilities/need refurbishing

Lack of management/ leadership

Shortage of medical isotopes

Cost increase/ expensive

Government involvement

What have seen in media 

Handling/ clean up/ disposal of
nuclear waste

Chalk River issues (Non-specific)

Plants being shut down

Other

Reasons for

Worsened Confidence 

Mentions less than 3% not shown 
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Among Canadians Who See A Top Of Mind Benefit To Nuclear 
Power, One-in-three (29%) Cite An Environmental Benefit, A 

Slight Decrease Since September 08 (-5 Points)…

9%

9%

9%

6%

5%

5%

5%

3%

5%

52%

12%

9%

10%

4%

6%

7%

6%

3%

4%

48%

15%

8%

4%

6%

6%

3%

2%

4%

55%

Less harmful to the environment than other energy
sources

Cost-efficient alternative 

Environmentally friendly/green

Plentiful/renewable

Produces power/electricity/energy

Clean energy/pollution free

Energy production efficiency

It is a safe technology/energy source

Other

None/don't know

Jan 2009

Sep 2008

Jan 2008

Considering all forms of electricity generation, what benefits, if any, do you associate with nuclear power? (2008 phrasing) What benefits, if any, do you 
associate with the generation of nuclear power? (Unaided) Base:  Jan 09 N=2200, Sep 2008 N=1285, Jan 08 N=2187

Mentions less than 3% not shown 

NET Environmental Benefits:

Jan 09: 29%

Sept 08: 34%
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Perceived Environmental Concern (Empathy) of 
Industries: Coal and Oil Down, All others 

Up…Nuclear Up from 69% to 72% over ’08…

I’m now going to read you a list of industries in the energy sector and I’d like you to tell me how concerned you think each one is with the environment. Please 
rate each as very concerned, somewhat concerned, not very concerned, or not at all concerned.  Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Jan 2008 N=2187

30%

27%

58%

46%

56%

47%

17%

18%

24%

25%

18%

26%

15%

19%

50%

53%

24%

28%

27%

26%

55%

52%

48%

44%

33%

31%

29%

29%

19%

21%

17%

25%

16%

26%

27%

26%

29%

48%

43%

53%

50%

30%

Hydroelectric '09

'08

Solar '09

'08

Wind '09

'08

Natural Gas '09

'08

Nuclear '09

'08

Oil/petroleum '09

'08

Coal '09

'08

Very concerned Somewhat concerned Not very/at all concerned

73%

74%

78%

70%

69%

57%

48%

80%

82%

83%

71%

72%

51%

44%



Moving Forward…
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The Vast Majority Of Canadians (93%) Continue To Agree That 
Government Needs To Do More Now To Ensure We Have An 

Adequate Supply Of Electricity For The Future…

67%

26%

5%
2%

69%

26%

3% 1%

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Jan 2009 Jan 2008

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree that the government needs to do more now to ensure we have an 
adequate supply of electricity for the future?   Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Jan 2008 N=2187



Creating Jobs and 
Economic Stimulus…
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Despite All of the Dire Talk, As of this 
Week, Canadian Job Loss Anxiety Still 
Low…
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All Canadians

And, are you, or is anyone in your household worried about losing their job or being laid off? Base: All respondents. January 
2009…Sample of 1000 with “not  sure” or “don’t know” removed
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Ontario is Driving Lion’s Share of Job 
Anxiety…But Three Regions Down, Three Up…

18% 
(+4)

21% 
(+8)

7% 

(-9)
27%

(-4)

10% 
(-2)

22% 
(+7)

January 2009 …Sample of 1000 with “not  sure” or “don’t know” removed
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A Majority (54%) Believe It’s More Important To Move Forward And 
Build New Nuclear Power Plants NowNow To Create Jobs And Ensure An 

Adequate Supply Of Electricity For The Future Than Delay (42%)…

54%

42%

4%

Some people say that i t is important to move forward
and build new nuclear power plants because we need

to have a long-term electricity strategy to ensure we
have an adequate supply of electricity and create

needed jobs

Some people say that during times of economic
uncertainty we should hold-off on major infrastructure

projects such as building new nuclear power plants
because now is the time for government to focus on

other issues

Don't know/Refused

As you may know the province has approved the construction of new nuclear power plants in Ontario. Here are two opinions we often hear expressed, 
please tell me which one is closest to your point of view. Base: Jan 2009 N=760    
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51%

47%

46%

27%

30%

31%

9%

11%

10%

10%

11%

11%

2%

1%

1%

Reduce pollution

Create needed jobs in
construction and

engineering 

Ensure an adequate supply
of electricity

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose

Strongly Oppose Don't know

Knowing The Current Electricity Generation Mix In The Province, 
Ontarians Support The Closing Of Coal Fired Plants With New Nuclear 
Power In Order To Reduce Pollution (78%), To Create Jobs (77%), And 

Ensure An Adequate Supply Of Electricity (77%)...

Currently, nuclear energy is the primary source of electricity in Ontario, accounting for about 51% of all the electricity generated, while coal accounts for about 
18%, hydro or water power accounts for about 21%, oil, and natural gas accounts for about 8%, and renewable sources such as wind and solar account for 
about 2%. Knowing that the province is moving to close all coal fired power plants in the near future, would you support or oppose replacing existing coal fired 
power plants with new nuclear power plants in order to [insert item]? How about…Base: Jan 09 N=760
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32%

31%

29%

24%

37%

37%

36%

34%

16%

17%

20%

24%

15%

15%

14%

18%

It is important to invest in new nuclear power plants now
because this would create many high-skilled jobs which are

important to Ontario’s economy

The government should move on its commitment to build
new nuclear power plants now because this would provide

an economic stimulus by creating much needed jobs

Time is running out for the province to replace its coal fired
generating plants, we need to move now and build new
nuclear plants to ensure we have an adequate supply of

electricity in the near future

Now is the right time to build new nuclear power plants
because this would have the greatest positive impact on the

economy [read last]

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Job Creation in Ontario as a Key Ingredient Moving 
Forward…

Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. (Probe: is that strongly or somewhat)  Base: Jan 09 N=760     

69%

68%

65%

58%



Ballot Question Reprise…
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After Taking The Survey, The Original Support Level Ballot Question 
Was Re-Asked and Support Rose By 10 Points Nationally: 

58% Of Canadians Said They Support Nuclear Energy As A Way To 
Produce Electricity…

22%

36%

20% 21%

16%

32%

21%

28%

Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose

After Before

Now, do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose the use of nuclear energy as a way to produce electricity?       
Base: Jan 2009 N=2200, Jan 2008 N=2187



Conclusions…
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Conclusions…Note to Prime Minister Harper 
and President Obama:

Public Opinion on Nuclear Power is primarily positive and stable in 
Canada…
Hard opposition has been whittled down from 41% to 28% in less than 4 
years and support is replenished to its historic levels in Canada, and is 
at it’s highest levels in Ontario…
Canadians, to a majority, believe that alternative sources of energy 
won’t offset future demand…
Most Canadians see nuclear as a critical and necessary part of the 
energy mix for the future…
A majority view the nuclear industry as empathetic towards and good 
for the environment
And, Canadians, and especially Ontarians, view nuclear and electricity 
infrastructure construction as supportable levers of economic and job 
stimulus…
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Conclusions…Note to the Nuclear Industry:

The heady support of today is, and always will be, soft unless the need 
of this energy source for the future remains prominent:  there must be a 
steady drumbeat of communication and dialogue with the public in
order to ensure a sense of need and urgency…
The key messages for framing this dialogue are:

Invest in nuclear today to ensure adequate supply 

Today, nuclear energy is an advanced and safe form of electricity 
generation

A reliable source of power

Environmentally clean

Nuclear energy will always be an important part of our future energy mix
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Conclusions…Final Note to the Nuclear 
Industry:

The next number of months will evidence significant deficits which, 
over time, will force real and political choices to be made…
The choices are not going to be about nuclear versus alternative
energy…they are likely to be in competition with other funding needs 
and groups: healthcare and nurses, cities and transportation, teachers 
and car companies…
The case must be made that energy reliability and supply is as vital as 
those priorities and there continues to be an urgent need to address 
this…
This research continues to show the public in many parts of Canada is 
receptive to the overture by this industry—but there are now other 
competing sounds…

The notes for the score are on the preceding pages…
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Agenda
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For more information

For more information about the study, please contact one of our 
project team members:

John Wright, Senior Vice President, Ipsos Public Affairs  
416.324.2002
john.wright@ipsos-reid.com

Martin Hrobsky, Senior Research Manager, Ipsos Public Affairs
416.324.2017
martin.hrobsky@ipsos-reid.com

www.ipsos-pa.com


